slight difference between the two numbers is in the engraved frontispiece, which shows a noble classical dome with Latin inscriptions, silhouetted against a cloudy sky; the plate is repeated in the second number, but a little bird has been added. It flies off through the clouds, holding in its beak a label reading "Cuckoo."
This merry note indicates clearly enough that the publication is a joke. It is one of the many satires directed against the Royal Society in the first century of its existence, of which the most famous is Swift's account of the savants of Laputa. One of the "useful transactions" pokes fun at naturalists who record such trivial facts as the date when nightingales begin to sing; another gives Greek and Arabic translations of nursery rhymes; a third is a parody of a genuine contribution, on the invention of printing, to the 
